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(54) Bicycle derailleur 

(57) A derailleur 1 2 for a bicycle 1 0 is provided that 
is easy to operate. The derailleur 12 basically has a 
mounting member 40, a chain guide 42 and a chain 
guide positioning mechanism 48. The mounting mem- 
ber 40 is adapted to be coupled to a portion of the bicycle 
1 0. The chain guide 42 is movably coupled to the mount- 
ing member 40. The chain guide 42 is adapted to shift 
a chain 20 of a bicycle 1 0 in a transverse direction. The 
chain guide positioning mechanism 48 has an actuating 
cam 71 operatively coupled to the chain guide 42. The 
actuating cam 71 is adapted to be coupled to a control 
element 18 such as a cable. The actuating cam 71 is 
arranged to rotate only in one direction in response to 
movement of the control element 1 8 to move the chain 
guide 42 from a first position to a second position. In the 
preferred embodiment, the chain guide positioning 
mechanism 48 includes one-way clutch coupled to the 
actuating cam 71 , and an indexing mechanism 74 with 
an indexing element 90 that is arranged to operatively 
apply a retaining force to the actuating cam 71 . The one- 
way clutch has a ratchet 70 fixedly coupled to the actu- 
ating cam 71 and an actuating element 80 with a pawl 
81 engaging the ratchet 70. The actuating element 80 
is adapted to be coupled to the control element 18 such 
that the control element 1 8 rotates the actuating element 
80, which in turn engages the ratchet 70 to rotate the 
actuating cam 71 and moves the chain guide 42. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 5 

[0001] This invention generally relates to a bicycle de- 
railleur. More specifically, the present invention relates 
to a bicycle derailleur having a gear shifting operation 
that is easy to operate. 10 

2. Background Information 

[0002] Bicycling is becoming an increasingly more 
popular form of recreation as well as a means of trans- is 
portation. Moreover, bicycling has become a very pop- 
ular competitive sport for both amateurs and profession- 
als. Whether the bicycle is used for recreation, transpor- 
tation or competition, the bicycle industry is constantly 
improving the various components of the bicycle. The 20 
various components of the bicycle are usually mounted 
to the bicycle frame. Some components of the bicycle 
that have been extensively redesigned are the bicycle 
derailleurs. 

[0003] One component that is mounted to the bicycle 25 
frame is the front derailleur. Generally speaking, the 
front derailleur is typically secured to the seat tube of 
the bicycle frame. Basically, the front derailleur includes 
a fixed member nonmovably secured to the seat tube of 
the bicycle frame, and a movable section supported to 30 
be movable relative to the fixed member. The movable 
section supports a chain guide having a pair of vertical 
surfaces for contacting a chain. 
[0004] Many prior art derailleurs and their shifting de- 
vices suffer from several disadvantages. For example, 35 
most mechanical shifting devices for derailleurs require 
one lever or button to up shift and another lever or button 
to down shift. Thus, the rider can be confused on which 
lever or button to use. Moreover some prior art derail- 
leurs and/or their shifting devices are sometimes com- 40 
plicated and expensive to manufacture. Also the shifting 
devices for some require a considerable amount of force 
to operate. 

[0005] In view of the above, there exists a need for a 
bicycle derailleur which overcomes the above men- 
tioned problems in the prior art. This invention address- 
es this need in the prior art as well as other needs, which 
will become apparent to those skilled in the art from this 
disclosure. 

so 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] One object of this invention is to provide riders 
with a gear shifting operation that is easy to operate. 
The shifting of the derailleur, either from a low gear to a 55 
high gear or vice versa, requires only to push a shifting 
lever. This push forces the rotating cam to only rotate in 
one direction. 



[0007] Another object is to provide a gear shifting 
mechanism that is simple and low cost to produce. 
[0008] Yet another object is to provide a gear shifting 
operation that is very light to operate. 
[0009] The foregoing objects can basically be at- 
tained by providing a derailleur for a bicycle is provided 
that is easy to operate. The derailleur basically has a 
mounting member, a chain guide and a chain guide po- 
sitioning mechanism. The mounting member is adapted 
to be coupled to a portion of the bicycle. The chain gu ide 
is movably coupled to the mounting member. The chain 
guide is adapted to shift a chain of a bicycle in a trans- 
verse direction. Thechain guide positioning mechanism 
has an actuating cam operatively coupled to the chain 
guide. The actuating cam is adapted to be coupled to a 
control element and is arranged to rotate only in one di- 
rection in response to movement of the control element 
to move the chain guide from a first position to a second 
position. 

[0010] These and other objects, features, aspects 
and advantages of the present invention will become ap- 
parent to those skilled in the art from the following de- 
tailed description, which, taken in conjunction with the 
annexed drawings, discloses a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] Referring now to the attached drawings which 
form a part of this original disclosure: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a bicycle with 
a front derailleur in accordance with the present in- 
vention; 

Figure 2 is a diagrammatic view of the front derail- 
leur with a chain guide positioning mechanism cou- 
pled to a shifting unit in accordance with the present 
invention; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view the front derailleur 
and chain guide positioning mechanism removed 
from the bicycle with the front derailleur in a top po- 
sition; 

Figure 4 is a partially exploded perspective view of 
the front derailleur and chain guide positioning 
mechanism illustrated in Figure 3; 
Figure 5 is a partial, schematic elevational view of 
the front derailleur illustrated in Figures 1 -4 with the 
derailleur in the top position and an actuating mem- 
ber of the chain guide positioning mechanism in the 
returned or rest position; 

Figure 6 is a schematic elevational view of the front 
derailleur illustrated in Figure 5 with portions of the 
chain guide positioning mechanism broken away to 
show the positions of the actuating cam and cam 
follower when the derailleur is in the top position; 
Figure 7 is a schematic elevational view of the front 
derailleur illustrated in Figures 5-6 showing an in- 
termediate position of the front derailleur and chain 
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guide positioning mechanism when a control cable 
is pulled to shift the derailleur from the top position 
to a low position; 

Figure 8 is a schematic elevational view of the front 
derailleur illustrated in Figures 5-7 showing the s 
chain guide positioning mechanism in a fully actu- 
ated position after the derailleur is shifted from the 
top position into the low position; 
Figure 9 is a schematic elevational view of the front 
derailleur illustrated in Figures 8 with portions of the to 
chain guide positioning mechanism broken away to 
show the positions of the actuating cam and cam 
follower when the derailleur is in the low position; 
Figure 1 0 is a schematic elevational view of the front 
derailleur illustrated in Figures 5-9 showing the ac- « 
tuating member in an intermediate position during 
release of the control cable after shifting the derail- 
leur from the top position into the low position; 
Figure 11 is a schematic elevational view of the front 
derailleur illustrated in Figures 5-10, showing the 20 
actuating member completely returned to the re- 
lease or rest position after the derailleur is shifted 
from the top position into the low position; 
Figure 1 2 is a schematic elevational view of the front 
derailleur illustrated in Figures 5-11 showing an in- 25 
termediate position of the front derailleur and chain 
guide positioning mechanism when a control cable 
is pulled to shift the derailleur from the low position 
to the top position; 

Figure 13 is a schematic elevational view of the front so 
derailleur illustrated in Figures 5-12 showing the 
chain guide positioning mechanism in a fully actu- 
ated position after the derailleur is shifted from the 
low position into the top position; 
Figure 14 is a schematic elevational view of the front 35 
derailleur illustrated in Figure 13 with portions of the 
chain guide positioning mechanism broken away to 
show the positions of the actuating cam and cam 
follower when the derailleur is returned to the top 
position; 40 
Figure 1 5 is a schematic elevational view of the front 
derailleur illustrated in Figures 5-14 showing the ac- 
tuating member in an intermediate position during 
release of the control cable after shifting the derail- 
leur from the low position into the top position ; 45 
Figure 1 6 is an enlarged top plan view of a portion 
of the housing of the front derailleur illustrated in 
Figures 1-15; 

Figure 1 7 is a front elevational view of the portion 
of the housing illustrated in Figure 15; 5C 
Figure 1 8 is a rear elevational view of the portion of 
the housing illustrated in Figures 16 and 17; 
Figure 1 9 is an enlarged side elevational view of a 
main axle of the chain guide positioning mechanism 
of the front derailleur illustrated in Figures 1-15; * 
Figure 20 is an end elevational view of the main axle 
illustrated in Figure 19; 

Figure 21 is an enlarged side elevational view of an 



inner link axle of the front derailleur illustrated in Fig- 
ures 1-15; 

Figure 22 is an end elevational view of the inner link 
axle illustrated in Figure 21 ; 
Figure 23 is an enlarged left side elevational view 
of an indexing axle of the front derailleur illustrated 
in Figures 1-15; 

Figure 24 is a front elevational view of the indexing 
axle illustrated in Figure 23; 
Figure 25 is a right side elevational view of the in- 
dexing axle illustrated in Figures 23 and 24; 
Figure 26 is an enlarged side elevational view of an 
inner link of the front derailleur illustrated in Figures 
1-15; 

Figure 27 is an end elevational view of the inner link 
illustrated in Figure 26; 

Figure 28 is an enlarged side elevational view of an 
inner link rivet of the front derailleur illustrated in Fig- 
ures 1-15; 

Figure 29 is an enlarged side elevational view of the 
cam follower with a roller of the chain guide posi- 
tioning mechanism of the front derailleur illustrated 
in Figures 1-15; 

Figure 30 is an enlarged front elevational view of a 
positioning ratchet of the chain guide positioning 
mechanism of the front derailleur illustrated in Fig- 
ures 1-15; 

Figure 31 is an end elevational view of the position- 
ing ratchet illustrated in Figure 30; 
Figure 32 is a rear elevational view of the position- 
ing ratchet illustrated in Figures 30 and 31 ; 
Figure 33 is a cross-sectional view of the positioning 
ratchet illustrated in Figures 30-32 as seen along 
section line 33-33 of Figure 30; 
Figure 34 is an enlarged front elevational view of 
the actuating member of the chain guide positioning 
mechanism of the front derailleur illustrated in Fig- 
ures 1-15; 

Figure 35 is a right side elevational view of the ac- 
tuating member illustrated in Figure 34; 
Figure 36 is a left side elevational view of the actu- 
ating member illustrated in Figures 34 and 35; 
Figure 37 is a cross-sectional view of the actuating 
member illustrated in Figures 34-36, as seen along 
section line 37-37 of Figure 35; 
Figure 38 is an enlarged side elevational view of a 
fixing plate of the chain guide positioning mecha- 
nism of the front derailleur illustrated in Figures 
1-15; 

Figure 39 is an enlarged side elevational view of a 
pawl axle of the chain guide positioning mechanism 
of the front derailleur illustrated in Figures 1-15; 
Figure 40 is an end elevational view of the pawl axle 
illustrated in Figure 39; 

Figure 41 is an enlarged side elevational view of an 
indexing arm of the chain guide positioning mech- 
anism of the front derailleur illustrated in Figures 
1-15; 
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Figure 42 is an end elevational view of the indexing 
arm illustrated in Figure 41 ; 
Figure 43 is an enlarged side elevational view of an 
indexing spring of the chain guide positioning mech- 
anism of the front derailleur illustrated in Figures 
1-15; and 

Figure 44 is an end elevational view of the indexing 
spring illustrated in Figure 43. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0012] Referring initially to Figure 1, a bicycle 10 is 
illustrated with a front derailleur 12 fixedly coupled to its 
seat tube 14 of its frame. As seen in Figure 2, the front 
derailleur 12 is operated by a shifting unit 1 6 via a shift 
cable or control element 18 to move chain 20 between 
two front sprockets 22a and 22b of the drive train. The 
shifting unit 16 is mounted on the handlebar 24 as seen 
in Figure 2 

[0013] Bicycles and their various components are well 
known in the art, and thus, bicycle 10 and its various 
components will not be discussed or illustrated in detail 
herein except for the components that relate to the 
present invention. In other words, only front derailleur 
12 and the components that relate thereto will be dis- 
cussed and/or illustrated herein. As used herein, the 
terms "forward , rearward, upward, above, downward, 
below and transverse" refer to those directions of a bi- 
cycle in its normal riding position, to which front derail- 
leur 12 is attached. Accordingly, these terms, as utilized 
to describe the front derailleur 12 in the claims, should 
be interpreted relative to bicycle 10 in its normal riding 
position. 

[0014] The front derailleur is operated by movement 
of the shifting unit 16. Preferably, the shifting unit 16 is 
mounted on the handlebar 24 of the bicycle 10, and in- 
cludes a mounting portion 30 with a shift lever 32 pivot- 
ally coupled thereto. The shift lever 32 is attached to a 
first end or nipple 1 8a of the cable (control element) 1 8 
in a conventional manner. The second end or nipple 1 8b 
of the shift cable 18 is operatively coupled to the front 
derailleur 12, as discussed below. When the shift lever 
32 is pivoted, this causes the shift cable 18 to be pulled 
relative to the front derailleur 12. When the shift lever 
32 is released, a return spring (not shown) urges the 
shift lever 32 and the shift cable 18 back to its original 
position. Thus, the shift cable 18 is pushed relative to 
the front derailleur 1 2 when the shift lever 32 is released. 
[001 5] The precise configuration of the shifting unit 1 6 
is not important to the present invention. The shifting 
unit should be able to pull and release the shift cable or 
control element 18a predetermined amount. It will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art from this disclosure 
that a conventional brake lever assembly could be uti- 
lized to operate the front derailleur 1 2 in accordance with 
the present invention. Moreover, a push button can be 
used instead of a lever with the illustrated embodiment. 



In addition, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
from this disclosure that other types of mechanisms can 
be used. 

[0016] Front derailleur 12 basically includes fixed or 
5 mounting member 40, a chain guide 42 movably cou- 
pled to the mounting member 40 by a pair of links 44 
and 46, and a chain guide positioning mechanism 48 
that controls the movement of the chain guide 42 relative 
to the mounting member 40. More specif ically, the chain 
10 guide positioning mechanism 48 is coupled to the sec- 
ond end 1 8b of the shift cable 1 8 to move the chain guide 
42 between a first position and a second position. In the 
first position, the chain guide 42 guides chain 20 over 
the outer or larger sprocket 22a. In the second position, 
15 the chain guide 42 guides chain 20 over the inner 
sprocket or smaller sprocket 22b. The chain guide 42 is 
moved between the first position and the second posi- 
tion when the shift lever 32 is squeezed and then re- 
leased. Accordingly, a very simple shifting unit 16 can 
be used to operate front derailleur 12. 
[0017] As best seen in Figures 1 -15, the mounting or 
fixed member 40 is preferably clamped directly to the 
seat post portion or tube 14 of the bicycle frame. While 
front derailleur 12 is illustrated as being fixedly coupled 
to seat post portion 14 of the bicycle frame, it will be 
apparent to those skilled in the art from this disclosure 
that front derailleur 1 2 can be coupled to other parts of 
the bicycle 10 such as the bottom bracket as needed 
and/or desired. Moreover, derailleur 12 could be cou- 
pled to bicycle 1 0 at a mounting portion brazed or weld- 
ed to the frame of bicycle 1 0. 

[0018] Additionally, in the preferred embodiment the 
chain guide 42 is arranged above the mounting member 
40, and the control element or cable 18 extends down 
along seat tube 14. Of course it will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art from this disclosure that chain guide 42 
could be arranged below the mounting member 40 if 
needed and/or desired. Moreover, the control element 
or cable 1 8 could extend around the bottom bracket and 
back up the seat tube 14 to derailleur 12. 
[0019] The mounting member 40 basically includes a 
first C-shaped clamping portion 40a, a second re- 
shaped clamping portion 40b, a pivot pin 40c and a fas- 
tener 40d as best seen in Figures 3 and 4. The first and 
second clamping portions 40a and 40b are constructed 
of a rigid material to fixedly and rigidly secure the front 
derailleur 12 to the seat post portion 16 of the bicycle 
10. Preferably, the clamping portions 40a and 40b are 
constructed of a hard metallic material. Of course, the 
clamping portions 40a and 40b could be constructed of 
other rigid materials, such as a hard rigid plastic mate- 
rial. In the illustrated embodiment, the clamping portions 
40a and 40b are constructed by utilizing conventional 
manufacturing techniques, such as casting and/or ma- 
chining. Of course, the clamping portions 40a and 40b 
can also be constructed of sheet metal that is bent into 
the desired shape. 

[0020] The first ends of the clamping portions 40a and 
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40b are plvotally coupled together by the pivot pin 40c, 
which extends in a substantially vertical direction rela- 
tive to the bicycle 10. The other ends of the clamping 
portions 40a and 40b are releasably connected together 
by the fastener 40d. The fastener 40d is preferably a 
screw or fixing bolt that is threaded into a threaded hole 
of the second end of the first clamping portion 40a. Of 
course, the fastener 40d can be utilized in conjunction 
with a nut or the like. 

[0021 J As best seen in Figures 3, 4 and 16-18, the first 
clamping portion 40a forms a portion of a linkage as- 
sembly 50 that couples the mounting member 40 to the 
chain guide 42. In other words, portions of the linkage 
assembly 50 are integrally formed with the first clamping 
portion 40a as explained below. 
[0022] The first clamping portion 40a has a curved 
portion 51, a pair of substantially parallel mounting 
flanges 52a and 52b that extend outwardly from the 
curved portion51 . Each of the mountingflanges52aand 
52b has a pivot hole 53a or 53b that receives a pivot pin 
54a or 54b for coupling the second or outer link 46 there- 
to. The pivot holes 53a and 53b are axially aligned so 
that the second or outer link 46 pivots smoothly relative 
to the mounting member 40. 

[0023] The first clamping portion 40a also has three 
additional threaded holes 55, 56 and 57 for fixedly se- 
curing three pivot axles 61 , 62 and 63 for mounting the 
first or inner link 44 and the chain guide positioning 
mechanism 48 thereto, as explained below. The first 
threaded hole 55 fixedly receives a first or main pivot 
axle 61 , which supports a part of the chain guide posi- 
tioning mechanism 48. 

[0024] The main axle 61 can basically be divided into 
four somewhat cylindrical sections 61a, 61b, 61c and 
61d, as seen in Figures 19-20. Each of the end sections 
61a and 61 d of the main axle 61 is threaded with the 
first section 61a end being threadedly received in the 
hole 55 of the mounting member 40. The other or sec- 
ond end section 61 d of the main axle 61 is threaded for 
receiving a nut 64 to hold a portion of the chain guide 
positioning mechanism 48. The second section 61b of 
the main axle 61 has the largest diameter and has a pair 
of flat sections so that the main axle 61 can be easily 
threaded into the hole 55 of the mounting member 40. 
This second section 61 b forms an abutment surface with 
the third section 61 c such that the chain guide position- 
ing mechanism 48 is spaced from the mounting member 
40. In other words, the second section 61b acts as a 
spacing section. The third section 61c of the main axle 
61 has the positioning ratchet and the actuating member 
freely rotatable thereon. The end of the third section 61c 
remote from the second section 61b is preferably pro- 
vided with a pair of flat sections for non-rotatably receiv- 
ing the fixing plate during the installation procedure of 
the chain guide positioning mechanism 48. The main 
pivot axle 61 basically includes a first threaded section 
61a, a second cylindrical section 61b with a pair of flat 
surfaces, a third cylindrical section 61 c with a pair of flat 



surfaces and a fourth section 61d with threads. 
[0025] The indexing axle 63 basically has three sec- 
tions 63a, 63b and 63c, as best seen in Figures 23-25. 
The first section 63a of the indexing axle 63 is threaded 
5 for being threaded into the mounting hole 56 of the 
mounting member 40. The second section 63b of the 
indexing axle 63 has a pair of flat sections for rotating 
the indexing axle 63. This second section 63b also acts 
as a spacing element for aligning the indexing arm with 
10 the indexing cam. The third section 63c of the indexing 
axle 63 rotatabfy supports the indexing arm and has an 
an nular groove for receiving a retaining clip for attaching 
the indexing arm thereto. The abutment surface formed 
between the second section 63b and the third section 
15 63c has a plurality of axially extending holes that receive 
one end of the indexing spring. Preferably, the indexing 
spring is a torsion spring with one end located in one of 
the holes of the indexing axle 63, and the other end be- 
ing bent around the indexing ami. 
20 [0026] As best seen in Figures 2-15, the chain guide 
42 is preferably constructed of a hard rigid material. For 
example, the chain guide 42 is preferably constructed 
of a metal material such as a rigid sheet metal that is 
bent to the desired shape. The chain guide 42 has a 
25 chain receiving slot that is formed by a pair of vertical 
shift plates 42a and 42b. The vertical shift plates 42a 
and 42b are adapted to engage the chain 20 and thus 
move the chain 20 in a direction substantially transverse 
to the bicycle 1 0. The shift plates 42a and 42b are con- 
so nected together by a pair of plates 42c and 42d. The 
upper plate 42c is integrally formed between the shift 
plates 42a and 42b. The lower plate 42d has one end 
that is integrally formed with the outer shift plate 42b and 
the other end that is attached to the inner shift plate 42a 
35 via a fastener 65, such as a screw or rivet. 

[0027] The chain guide 42 also has a pair of mounting 
flanges 42e and 42f extending outwardly from the inner 
shift plate 42a for coupling to the mounting member 40 
via the inner and outer links 44 and 46. Thus, these 
40 mounting flanges 42e and 42f of the chain guide 42 form 
a portion of the linkage assembly 50 that couples the 
chain guide 42 to the mounting member 40. The mount- 
ing flange 42e is also preferably provided with a pair of 
threaded holes for receiving adjustment screws 66 and 
45 67 therein. The first adjustment screw 66 is a low posi- 
tion adjustment screw, while the second adjustment 
screw 67 is a high position adjustment screw. The ad- 
justment screws 66 and 67 engage a fan-shaped portion 
of the linkage assembly 50 for controlling a range of 
so movement of the chain guide 42. In other words, by in- 
dividually adjusting the axial extension of the adjustment 
screws 66 and 67 relative to the chain guide 42, the re- 
tracted (low position) and the extended (top position) of 
the chain guide 42 are independently adjusted relative 
55 to one another. This adjustment mechanism is well 
known in the art, and thus will not be shown or described 
in detail herein. 

[0028] Preferably, the linkage assembly 50 is a four- 
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bar linkage that is formed by the first and second links 

44 and 46 and portions of the mounting member 40 and 
the chain guide 42. The first link 44 has a pair of pivot 
points lying on a line which is substantially parallel to a 
line that passes through the pivot points of the second 
link 46. Similarly, the pivot points of each first end of the 
first and second links 44 and 46 lie on a line which is 
substantially parallel to a line that passes through the 
pivot points of the other or second ends of the first and 
second links 44 and 46. 

[0029] The first or inner link 44 is operatively coupled 
to the chain guide positioning mechanism 48 for moving 
the chain guide 42 between the first and second posi- 
tion. More specifically, the inner link 44 is an L-shaped 
member that is pivotally mounted on the pivot axle 62 
extending outwardly from the first Oshaped clamping 
portion 40a The inner link 44 has three mounting holes 
44a, 44b and 44c, as best seen in Figures 26-27. The 
first two mounting holes 44a and 44b receive the pivot 
pins for the linkage assembly 50, while the third mount- 
ing hole 44c receives a part of the chain guide position- 
ing mechanism 48. Specifically, hole 44a receives a rivet 

45 (Rgure 28), hole 44b is mounted on inner link axle 
62 (Figures 21-22) and hole 44c receives cam follower 
75 (Figure 29), as explained in more detail below. 
[0030] The chain guide positioning mechanism 48 ba- 
sically includes a positioning ratchet 70 with an actuat- 
ing cam 71 and an indexing cam 72, an actuating mech- 
anism or member 73, an indexing mechanism or mem- 
ber 74 and a cam follower 75. The chain guide position- 
ing mechanism 48 is operatively coupled to the shift ca- 
ble 1 8 such that when the rider squeezes the shift lever 
32 of the shifting unit 16, this pulls the shift cable 18 to 
rotate the positioning ratchet 70. This rotation of the po- 
sitioning ratchet 70 causes the actuating cam 71 to 
move the chain guide 42 between its first and second 
positions via the linkage assembly 50. In the preferred 
embodiment, the chain guide positioning mechanism 48 
is coupled to first clamping portion 40a on a first side of 
the housing 40. Of course it will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art from this disclosure that chain guide 
positioning mechanism 48 could be coupled to other 
portions of housing 40 if needed and/or desired. For ex- 
ample, chain guide positioning mechanism could be 
coupled to an opposite side or another location relative 
to housing 40. 

[0031] Referring now to Figures 3, 4 and 30-33, the 
positioning ratchet 70 is a disk-shaped member that is 
rotatably mounted on the main axle 61 so as to freely 
rotate there-around. As explained below, the positioning 
ratchet 70 is integrally formed with the actuating cam 71 
and the indexing cam 72 so that they rotate together on 
the main axle 61 via center hole 76. The rotational di- 
rection of the positioning ratchet 70, the actuating cam 
71 and the indexing cam 72 are controlled by the actu- 
ating member 73 and the indexing member 74, as ex- 
plained below. 

[0032] The positioning ratchet 70 preferably includes 



four ratchet teeth 70a that are spaced 90° apart on the 
outer periphery of the positioning ratchet 70. Each of 
these teeth 70a has an abutment surface 70b and a ram- 
ping surface 70c that engages the actuating member 73 

5 to control the rotational movement of the positioning 
ratchet 70. Accordingly, the positioning ratchet 70 coop- 
erates with the actuating member 73 and the indexing 
mechanism or member 74 to ensure that the actuating 
cam 71 and the indexing cam 72 rotate only in one di- 

10 rection. 

[0033] The actuating cam 71 is integrally formed on 
an axial face of the positioning ratchet 70 that is opposite 
the indexing cam 72. The actuating cam 71 is surround- 
ed by an actuating groove 78 with a similar shape. More 
15 specifically, the actuating cam 71 is an oval or oblong- 
shaped cam member that has four flat positioning sur- 
faces 71 a, 71 b, 71c and 71 d. Two of the positioning sur- 
faces 71 a and 71 c of the actuating cam 71 correspond 
to first or top positions, while the other two positioning 
surfaces 71b and 71 d of the actuating cam 71 corre- 
spond to low or second positions. In other words, one 
complete rotation of the actuating cam 71 causes the 
chain guide 42 to reciprocate two times between the top 
and low positions. Preferably, the four positioning sur- 
faces 71 a-71 d of the actuating cam 71 are flat surfaces 
that assist in the positioning of the chain guide 42. 
[0034] The actuating groove 78 that surrounds the ac- 
tuating cam 71 has an oval inner surface 78a that cor- 
responds to the outer peripheral surface of the actuating 
cam 71 , and an oval outer surface 78b spaced from in- 
ner surface 78a. In other words, the actuating groove 
78 is provided with four flat positioning surfaces 79a, 
79b, 79c and 79d formed in outer surface 78b that cor- 
respond to the flat positioning surfaces 71a, 71b, 71c 
and 71 d of the actuating cam 71. 
[0035] The indexing cam 72 is located on the axial 
face of the positioning ratchet 70 that is opposite the 
actuating cam 71 . The indexing cam 72 cooperates with 
indexing mechanism 74 to hold the actuating cam 71 
and the positioning ratchet 70 in one of the four rotation- 
al positions. Preferably, the indexing cam 72 is a star- 
shaped member having four camming protrusions 72a, 
72b, 72c and 72d and four recesses 72e, 72f , 72g and 
72h alternating with the camming protrusions 72a, 72b, 
72c and 72d. Two of the camming protrusions 72a and 
72c are aligned with the top positioning surfaces 71a 
and 71 c of the actuating cam 71 , while the other two 
camming protrusions 72b and 72d are aligned with the 
low flat positioning surfaces 71b and 71 d of the actuat- 
ing cam 71 . The camming protrusions 72a, 72b, 72c and 
72d are preferably spaced 90° apart. 
[0036] Referring now to Figures 3, 4 and 34-40, the 
actuating member or mechanism 73 basically includes 
an actuating arm or element 80, a pawl 81 , a pawl axle 
82, a pawl return spring 83, a return spring fixing plate 
84 and an actuating return spring 85. The actuating arm 
80 has a first hole 80a at one end that receives the main 
axle 61 therethrough, and a hole 80b at its other end for 
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mounting the pawl 81 thereto via the pawl axle 82. The 
first hole 80a is sized and shaped to allow the actuating 
arm 80 to rotate freely about the main axle 61 . The sec- 
ond hole 80b has the pawl axle 82 fixedly coupled there- 
in. Preferably, the end of pawl axis 82 is deformed so as 
to be riveted to actuating arm 80. The actuating arm 80 
is also provided with a through bore 80c located be- 
tween the first and second holes 80a and 80b for receiv- 
ing the shift cable 18 therein. Preferably, a curved 
groove 80d is formed from the through bore 80c around 
the first hole 80a for receiving the shift cable 18 as the 
actuating arm 80 is rotated. A surface groove 80e is also 
formed on the actuating arm 80 for receiving one end of 
the pawl spring 83. 

[0037] The pawl 81 is rotatabfy mounted on the pawl 
axle 82, and includes an abutment or tooth 81a at the 
end that is remote from the hole 80b that receives the 
pawl axle 82. The pawl return spring 83 has its coiled 
portion located around the pawl axle 82 between the 
pawl 81 and the actuating arm 80. One end of the pawl 
return spring 83 engages the pawl 81 , while the other 
end of the pawl return spring 83 engages the actuating 
arm 80 to bias the pawl 81 against the peripheral surface 
of the positioning ratchet 70. Specifically, the other end 
of the pawl spring is engaged in the surface groove 80e 
of the actuating arm 80. Accordingly, the pawl 81 engag- 
es the teeth 70a of the positioning ratchet 70 to rotate 
the positioning ratchet 70 when the actuating arm 80 is 
rotated in a counterclockwise direction, as seen in Fig- 
ures 3-15. However, when the actuating arm 80 is rotat- 
ed in a clockwise direction, the pawl 81 engages the 
ramping surfaces 70c of the teeth 70a so that the actu- 
ating arm 80 can rotate relative to the positioning ratchet 
70. In other words, rotation of the actuating arm 80 in 
the clockwise direction does not cause the actuating 
cam 71 or the indexing cam 72 to move. The actuating 
arm 80 is rotated in the counterclockwise direction when 
the shift lever 32 is squeezed to cause the shift cable 
18 to pull the actuating arm 80. The actuating arm 80 is 
rotated in the clockwise direction when the shift lever 32 
is released to slacken the shift cable 1 8. The rotation in 
the clockwise direction of the actuating arm 80 is pro- 
duced by the force of the actuating return spring 85. The 
rotation of the actuating arm 80 in the clockwise direc- 
tion will stop when the shift cable 18 becomes taut. Al- 
ternatively, rotation of the actuating arm 80 in the clock- 
wise direction will stop when the actuating arm hits a 
stopper 84c that extends from the return spring fixing 
plate 84. 

[0038] The pawl axle 82 is a step-shaped shaft having 
a first end 82a that is received in the actuating arm 80, 
a center spacing section 82b with the largest diameter, 
a spring support section 82c, and a pawl supporting sec- 
tion 82d. The pawl supporting section 82d has an annu- 
lar groove for receiving a C dip to retain the pawl ther- 
eon. First end 82a of pawl axle 82 is preferably deformed 
to be riveted to actuating arm 80. Alternatively, first end 
82a of pawl axle 82 could be threadedly coupled to ac- 



tuating arm 80. Accordingly, the pawl is mounted for ro- 
tation on the pawl supporting section 82d section. 
[0039] Turning now to Figures 4 and 38, the fixing 
plate 84 has a non-circular center hole 84a that receives 

5 a portion of the main axle 61 so that the fixing plate 84 
does not rotate relative to the main axle 61 . The fixing 
plate 84 also has a plurality of spring adjustment holes 
84b that are located in an arc-shaped pattern about the 
center of the fixing plate 84. These holes 84b receive 

10 one end of the actuating return spring 85, while the other 
end of the actuating return spring 85 engages a portion 
of the actuating arm 80. Preferably, the actuating return 
spring 85 is a torsion spring. The fixing plate 84 is pref- 
erably provided with a stopper 84c to limit the clockwise 

is rotation of actuating arm 80. Alternatively, stopper 84c 
can be eliminated if needed and/or desired. In such an 
arrangement, cable 18 and actuating member return 
spring 85 should be configured to provide the function 
of a rotational stop for actuating arm 80. 

20 [0040] Turning now to Figures 3 f 4, 23-25 and 41 -44 
the indexing member or mechanism 74 basically in- 
cludes an indexing arm or element 90 and an indexing 
spring 91 . The indexing arm 90 is a somewhat L-shaped 
member with one end being pivotally mounted on the 

25 indexing axle 63. The other end of the indexing arm 90 
is a free end 90a designed to slide along indexing cam 
72. Alternatively, free end 90a can have an indexing roll- 
er rotatably mounted thereto if needed and/or desired. 
The indexing spring 91 is mounted on the indexing axle 

30 63 for biasing the indexing arm 90 against the indexing 
cam 72 such that the free end 90a of the indexing arm 
90 engages the outer peripheral surface of the indexing 
cam 72. As the indexing cam 72 rotates in a clockwise 
direction, the camming protrusions 72a-72d of the in- 

35 dexing cam 72 causes the indexing arm 90 to rotate in 
a clockwise direction around the indexing axle 63 
against the force of the indexing spring 91 . Preferably, 
the indexing spring 91 is a torsion spring with one end 
coupled to the indexing axle 63 and the other end en- 

40 gaging the indexing arm 90. When the free end 90a of 
the indexing arm 90 is located in one of the recesses 
72e-72h between the camming protrusions 72a-72d of 
the indexing cam 72, rotation of the positioning ratchet 
70 and the actuating cam 71 is ovenidably maintained. 
45 in other words, the positioning ratchet 70 and actuating 
cam 71 will not rotate until pawl 81 and actuating arm 
80 rotate in the counterclockwise direction. During such 
rotation, the force applied from actuating arm 80 is larger 
than the force of indexing spring 91 . 
so [0041] Referring to Figures 4 and 29 , the cam follower 
75 basically includes a cam follower axle 95 and a cam 
follower roller 96 that is rotatably mounted on the cam 
follower axle 95. The cam follower axle 95 is fixedly se- 
cured to the inner Iink44 such that the cam follower roller 
55 96 is located within the actuating groove 78 formed in 
the positioning ratchet 70. Specifically, cam follower ax- 
le 95 is secured in hole 44c of inner link 44. As the po- 
sitioning ratchet 70 is rotated, the peripheral surface of 
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the actuating cam 71 or the outer peripheral surface of 
the actuating groove 78 engage the cam follower roller 
96 to rotate the inner link 44 about the secondary axle 
62. This movement of the inner link 44 causes the chain 
guide 42 to move between its first and second positions. 
Of course, the cam follower roller 96 could be eliminated 
if needed and/or desired. In such an arrangement, cam 
follower 75 should be designed to slide freely in actuat- 
ing groove 78. 

[0042] Referring again to Figures 5-1 5, in a gear shift- 
ing operation, the shifting lever 32 is pushed or 
squeezed to pull the control cable 1 8 upwards as viewed 
in Figures 7-8 and 12-13, and when the shifting lever 32 
is released, the control cable 1 8 is also released as in 
Figures 10 and 15. This release of the control cable 18 
is obtained by the biasing force of the actuating return 
spring 85 that biases the actuating arm 80 in a clockwise 
direction. Therefore, while the shifting lever 32 Is re- 
leased, the actuating arm 80 will return to its original po- 
sition. Hence it is the cable 1 8 pull that moves the posi- 
tioning ratchet 70 from the low position to the top posi- 
tion, or from the top position to the low position. Each 
shift requires the control cable 18 to be pulled and re- 
leased to perform a gear shifting operation. 
[0043] The actuating groove 78 has two side walls, 
the inner wall 78a and the outer wall 78b, as discussed 
above. The cam follower roller 96 is resting on one of 
the inner flat surfaces 71a or 71c of the inner wall 78a 
when the derailleur 12 is in the top position (Figure 6). 
When the actuating cam 71 starts to rotate in a counter- 
clockwise direction, the cam follower roller 96 will slowly 
move away from the inner wall 78a and start to contact 
the outer wall 78b. The outer wall 78b will then push the 
cam follower roller 96 downwards to move the chain 
guide 42. Thus, the derailleur 12 will move from a top 
position to a low position. At the low position, the cam 
follower roller 96 is resting on one of the flat positioning 
surfaces 79b or 79d of the outer wall 78b of the actuating 
groove 78 (Figure 9). Again, when the actuating cam 71 
starts to rotate, the cam follower roller 96 will slowly 
move away from the outer flat positioning surface 79b 
or 79d and contact the inner wall 78a of the actuating 
groove 78. The inner wall 78a of the actuating groove 
78 will push the cam follower roller 96 upwards to move 
the chain guide 42. Thus, the derailleur 12 will move 
from a low position back to a top position (Figure 14). 
[0044] When the shifting lever 32 is pushed or 
squeezed to pull the control cable 1 8 upwards, the ac- 
tuating arm 80 will rotate in a counterclockwise direction 
(Figures 7 and 12). This counter clockwise movement 
will cause the tooth 81a of the pawl 81 to engage one 
of the teeth 70a of the positioning ratchet 70 so that the 
positioning ratchet 70 rotates with the actuating arm 80. 
Of course, rotation of the positioning ratchet 70 also 
causes the actuating cam 71 and the indexing cam 72 
to rotate therewith. The rotation of the actuating cam 71 
causes the cam follower roller 96 to move within the ac- 
tuating groove 78, which in turn causes the inner link 44 



14 

to pivot about its pivot axle 62. The movement of the 
inner link 44 thus causes the chain guide 42 to move in 
a direction transverse to the bicycle 1 0. Also, during the 
movement of the positioning ratchet 70 and the actuat- 
5 ing cam 71 , the indexing cam 72 is also rotated which 
causes the indexing arm 90 to rotate about the indexing 
axle 63. When the shifting lever 32 is released, the ac- 
tuating return spring 85 causes the actuating arm 80 to 
rotate in a clockwise direction (Figures 1 0 and 1 5). This 
10 movement of the actuating arm 80 in the clockwise di- 
rection does not cause the positioning ratchet 70, the 
actuating cam 71 orthe indexing cam 72 to rotate. More 
specifically, the pawl 81 can freely ride over the periph- 
eral surface of the positioning ratchet 70 due to the ram- 
15 ping surfaces 70c of the teeth 70a of the positioning 
ratchet 70. Moreover, rotation of the positioning ratchet 
70 and the actuating cam 71 is prevented by the index- 
ing arm 90 that engages the indexing cam 72. 
[0045] In the preferred embodiment only two shift po- 
20 sitions are illustrated (i.e. a top position and a low posi- 
tion. Of course, it will be apparent to those skilled in the 
art from this disclosure that the actuating cam 71 and 
indexing cam 72 could be modified to provide more than 
two shifting positions. For example, the derailleur could 
25 be modified so as to have three or more shifting posi- 
tions as needed and/or desired. In such an arrangement 
with three shifting positions, the shifter 1 6 would be con- 
figured to pull cable 1 8 an amount corresponding to sixty 
degrees of rotation of the positioning ratchet 70. The 
30 cam 71 would be provided with six flat surfaces, with 
three oppositely facing pairs of surfaces spaced 60 de- 
grees from each other in the rotational direction. More- 
over, in such an arrangement, the positioning ratchet 
would have six teeth 70a spaced sixty degrees from 
35 each other, and the indexing cam 71 would have six pro- 
trusions also spaced 60 degrees from each other with 
recesses arranged therebetween for receiving the in- 
dexing arm. Alternatively, actuating cam 71 could be 
configured to have only three flat surfaces correspond- 
40 ing to the three shifting positions. In any case, the posi- 
tioning ratchet 70, the actuating cam 71 , groove 78, in- 
dexing cam 72, indexing mechanism 73, control cable 
18 and shifting unit 16 should be configured to cooper- 
ate to move the chain guide 42 into the desired shifting 
45 positions. 

[0046] While only one embodiment has been chosen 
to illustrate the present invention, it will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art from this disclosure that various 
changes and modifications can be made herein without 
so departing from the scope of the invention as defined in 
the appended claims. Furthermore, the foregoing de- 
scription of the embodiments according to the present 
invention are provided for illustration only, and not for 
the purpose of limiting the invention as defined by the 
55 appended claims and their equivalents. 
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Claims 

1. A bicycle derailleur (12), comprising: 

a mounting member (40) that is adapted to be 
coupled to a portion of the bicycle (10); 
a chain guide (42) movabiy coupled to said 
mounting member (40), said chain guide (42) 
being adapted to shift a chain (20) of a bicycle 
(10) in a transverse direction ; and 
a chain guide positioning mechanism (48) in- 
cluding an actuating cam (71) operatively cou- 
pled to said chain guide (42), said actuating 
cam (71 ) being adapted to be coupled to a con- 
trol element (1 8) and arranged to rotate only in 
one direction in response to movement of the 
control element (18) to move said chain guide 
(42) from a first position to a second position. 
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2. A bicycle derailleur (12) according to claim 1, 
wherein 

said chain guide (42) is movabiy coupled to said 
mounting member (40) by a linkage assembly (50), 
which is moved by rotation of said actuating cam 
(71). 

3. A bicycle derailleur (12) according to claim 2, 
wherein 

said linkage assembly (50) includes a pair of links 
(44,46) pivotally coupled atfirstendsto said mount- 
ing member (40) and pivotally coupled at second 
ends to said chain guide (42). 

4. A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said actuating cam (71) contacts one of said links 
(44, 46) to cause pivotal movement thereof. 

5. A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said chain guide positioning mechanism (48) in- 
cludes a one-way clutch mechanism coupled to 
said actuating cam (71). 

6. A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said one-way clutch mechanism includes a ratchet 
(70) fixedly coupled to said actuating cam (71) and 
an actuating element (80) with a pawl (81 ) engaging 
said ratchet (70), said actuating element (80) hav- 
ing a control element attachment structure that is 
adapted to be coupled to the control element (1 8). 

7. A bicycle derailleur (12) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said actuating element (80) is pivotally coupled on 
a first axle (61). 
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8. A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said ratchet (70) and said actuating cam (71) are 
pivotally coupled on said first axle (61). 

9. A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said chain guide positioning mechanism (48) in- 
cludes an indexing mechanism (74) with an index- 
ing element (90) that is arranged to operatively ap- 
ply a retaining force to said actuating cam (71). 

10. A bicycle derailleur (12) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said indexing mechanism (74) further includes an 
indexing cam (72) that is fixedly coupled to said ac- 
tuating cam (71) to rotate therewith and said index- 
ing element (90) contacts said indexing cam (72) to 
apply said retaining force to said actuating cam 
(71). 

11 . A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said indexing element (90) is pivotally mounted to 
said mounting member (40) and biased against said 
indexing cam (72) to apply said retaining force 
thereto. 
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A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said actuating cam (71 ) includes an annular actuat- 
ing groove (78) with a cam follower (75) located 
therein, said cam follower (75) being coupled to said 
linkage assembly (50). 

A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said actuating groove (78) is oval shaped with two 
points corresponding to said first position and two 
points corresponding to said second position such 
that one rotation of said actuating cam (71) cause 
said chain guide (42) to reciprocate twice between 
said first and second positions. 

A bicycle derailleur (1 2) according to any of the pre- 
ceding claims, wherein 

said chain guide (42) is arranged above said mount- 
ing member (40). 
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(54) Bicycle derailleur 

(57) A derailleur 1 2 for a bicycle 1 0 is provided that 
is easy to operate. The derailleur 12 basically has a 
mounting member 40, a chain guide 42 and a chain 
guide positioning mechanism 48. The mounting mem- 
ber 40 is adapted to be coupled to a portion of the bicycle 
1 0. The chain guide 42 is movably coupled to the mount- 
ing member 40. The chain guide 42 is adapted to shift 
a chain 20 of a bicycle 1 0 in a transverse direction . The 
chain guide positioning mechanism 48 has an actuating 
cam 71 operatively coupled to the chain guide 42. The 
actuating cam 71 is adapted to be coupled to a control 
element 18 such as a cable. The actuating cam 71 is 
arranged to rotate only in one direction in response to 
movement of the control element 1 8 to move the chain 
guide 42 from a first position to a second position. In the 
preferred embodiment, the chain guide positioning 
mechanism 48 includes one-way clutch coupled to the 
actuating cam 71, and an indexing mechanism 74 with 
an indexing element 90 that is arranged to operatively 
apply a retaining force to the actuating cam 71 . The one- 
way clutch has a ratchet 70 fixedly coupled to the actu- 
ating cam 71 and an actuating element 80 with a pawl 
81 engaging the ratchet 70. The actuating element 80 
is adapted to be coupled to the control element 1 8 such 
that the control element 1 8 rotates the actuating element 
80, which in turn engages the ratchet 70 to rotate the 
actuating cam 71 and moves the chain guide 42. 
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